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of cases2  
sustainable 
development
There are an increasing number 
of ISDS claims from renewable 
energy investors.4 There are 
274 known ISDS awards.5 
19 stemmed from environmental 
regulations.6

SMALL AND MEDIUM 
ENTERPRISES 
OECD Survey found that SMEs 
represent a significant number of 
ISDS claimants – extremely large 
multinationals represent only 8% 
of the total number 
of claimants.1

A guide to ISDS

The facts
Investor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) is the proposed dispute resolution 
mechanism under the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP).

Now more than 

3 000
investment 
agreements

with ISDS provision. 

VARIOUS 
INDUSTRIES 
Types of industries 
which have brought 
claims to ISDS vary 
widely, from food, paper, 
construction to tourism.

ISDS DOES NOT 
define policy 
ISDS merely concerns the 
enforcement of investment 
agreements. ISDS does not 
limit what policy 
measures 
governments
may adopt.

NEUTRALITY
1. ISDS provides a   
completely neutral   
forum
2. ISDS has 
depoliticized  
investment disputes

TRANSPARENCY 
With the new UNCITRAL 
Transparency Rules3, 
ISDS will be more 
transparent than most 
domestic courts.

ICSID7 and SCC8 
HAVE ADMINISTERED 

65 %
OF ISDS CASES
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